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09/919,442 



Applicant(s) 

COK, RONALD S. V 



Art Unit 

2814 



Examiner 

Steven H. Rao , , 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXP.RE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. howev er. may a reply be timely filed 

- E 'tensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 36(a) In no event, no 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) ^jTSl pi ^SX^JHSuJ the mailing date of this communication 
. „ NO period for reply is specified above, the ™m statu ^^^^ a %StoJ»L ABANDONED (35 U S C § 133) 

earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 July 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in cond.tion for allowance except for formal I matters P™™*>" 2 » t0 the mentS ' S 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O b. zm. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) Q Claim(s) til is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) HI '^ lare rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on 31 July 2002 is/are: a)D accepted or b)E objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this Nationa. Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
14,D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been receded 
15)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

4)D Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

1) Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6 LJ no 

3) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(S) 2 . 6) U ^ 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

The application as currently filed does not claim priority from any previously filed 
paten application/s therefore the earliest available filling date currently is the U.S Filling 
date namely July 31, 2001. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Acknowledgment is made of receipt of Applicant's Information Disclosure 
Statement (PTO-1449) filed on July 31, 2001 that was entered on October 16, 2001. 

The references on PTO 1499 submitted on 07/31/02 are acknowledged. All the 
cited references have been considered. However the foreign patents and documents 
cited by applicant are considered to the extent that could be understood from the 
abstract and drawings. 

Drawings 

The drawings filed on 07/31/2002 have been objected to by the drafts person for 
reasons indicated in the enclosed PTO-948. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 
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Claims 2 to 1 1 are objected to as claims 2 to 1 1 contain the phrase "light 
emitting display" which renders the claim language inconsistent because the term 
"light emitting display " is believed to be mean the same as " light emitting flat-panel 
display " as recited in claim 1 from which claims 2 to 1 1 depend. Applicants' are 
requested to use the same the terms to recite the same things through out the claims 
to avoid confusion. 

Applicants' may change the recitation in claims 2 to 1 1 from "light emitting 
display " to " light emitting flat-panel display ". 

Appropriate correction is required. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



Claims 1 to 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Salam ( U.S. Patent No. 6,081,073 herein after Salam). 

With respect to claim 1, Salam describes a light emitting flat-panel display 
comprising : a plurality of light emitting diodes ( Salam figs. 1 and 2, col. 2 lines 62-63). 
a sensor for sensing the light output of at least one of the light emitting diodes to 
produce a light output signal ( Salam figs. 1 and 2 # 21 , col. 3 lines 50-61) and a display 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



States. 
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controller responsive to the light output signal for producing a signal representing the 
remaining useful life of the display . ( Salam col. 11 lines 30-55). 

With respect to claim 2, wherein the controller includes means for comparing the 
light output signal to a predetermined criterion to determine the remaining useful of the 
display. ( Salam col. 3 lines 35-40). 

With respect to claims 3 and 4, wherein the display is a color display having 
groups of differently colored light emitting diodes and further comprising a separate 
sensor for each group in the flat panel display and wherein there is a different pre- 
determined criterion for each group. (Salam col. 1 1 lines 19-23 -different colors and 
col. 4 lines 52 to col. 5 lines 45-sensor ). 

With respect to claims 5 and 6 wherein the light emitting diodes, the sensor and 
the controller are integrated on a common substrate. (Salam figs. 1 and 2). 

With respect to claim 7, Salam does not specifically describe an addressable 
memory wherein the display further comprises an addressable memory connected to 
the controller and wherein the signal representing the remaining useful life of the display 
is stored in the memory and accessible external to display. ( Salam col. 3 lines 10-30). 

With respect to claim 8, where in the controller includes the means for generating 
an interrupt signal when the remaining useful life of the display is less than a pre- 
determined criterion for communication to a device external to the display. ( Salam col. 
11 lines 53-55). 

With respect to claim 9, wherein the signal representing the remaining useful life 
of the display has a range of values corresponding to the expected life-time of the 
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display. ( col. 1 1 lines 50-55 It is an inherent characteristic of the signal in order to 
produce the signal representing the remaining useful life of the display to have a range 
of values corresponding to the expected life -time of the display). 

With respect to claim 10, wherein the signal representing the remaining useful life 
of the display is a binary value representing whether or not the display has reached the 
end of useful life. (It is an inherent characteristic of the signal in order to produce the 
signal representing the remaining useful life of the display to have a binary value 
corresponding to the expected life -time of the display which is to be displayed in units 
of time namely hours/minutes and seconds). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1CP of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Salam 
( U.S. Patent No. 6,081 ,073 herein after Salam) as applied to claims 1-10 above and 
further in view of Mizoguchi ( U.S. Patent No. 6,028,327 herein after Mizoguchi). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , wherein the diodes are organic light emitting diodes. 

Salam does not specifically describe organic light emitting diodes. 

However Mizoguchi in Abstract line 1 describes organic light emitting diodes to 
provide a device wherein low ac( alternating current) voltage may be applied to emitting 
layer. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to substitute Mizoguchi's organic light emitting diodes for Salam's 
unspecified diodes in Slam's device. The motivation to make the above substitution is to 
provide a device wherein low ac (alternating current) voltage may be applied to emitting 
layer. (Mizoguchi col. 4-7). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven H. Rao whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5945. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday from approximately 
7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. The 
Group facsimile number is (703) 308-7724. 





Steven H. Rao 



Patent Examiner 



March 20, 2003. 



